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1. PURPOSE 

Tomago Aluminium (TAC) holds an Environment Protection Licence (Number 21770) 
for the storage of aluminium dross with the NSW Environment Protection Authority 
(EPA). As per the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (the POEO Act), 
the holder of an Environment Protection Licence must prepare, keep, test and 
implement a pollution incident response management plan (PIRMP) that complies with 
Part 5.7A of the POEO Act in relation to the activity to which the licence relates.  

If a pollution incident occurs in the course of an activity so that material harm to the 
environment (within the meaning of section 147 of the POEO Act) is caused or 
threatened, the person carrying out the activity must immediately implement this plan 
in relation to the activity required by Part 5.7A of the POEO Act.  

A copy of this plan must be kept at the premises, and be made available on request by 
an authorised EPA officer and to any person who is responsible for implementing this 
plan. 

Parts of the plan must also be available on the website (www.tomago.com.au/health-
safety/emergency-response). 

As such this program defines Tomago Aluminium’s approach to emergency 
preparedness and response to HSE incidents at the Loxford Dross Storage Facility. 
The objective of the program is to ensure: 

• Emergency situations that may occur at the facility are managed to reduce the 
severity of incident and impact on site personnel and neighbouring premises. 

• Ensure comprehensive and timely communication to applicable staff, relevant 
authorities, property owners and people outside the facility that may be impacted. 

• Ensure that key personnel responsible for the implementation and maintenance 
of the plan are identified and staff are trained and experienced to deal with 
emergency situations. 

• Compliance with statutory requirements such as Protection of the Environment 
Legislation Amendment Act 2011 
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2. SCOPE 

This program applies to all activities at the Loxford Dross Storage Facility at the Hydro 
Aluminium Kurri Kurri site, Hart Road Loxford New South Wales. 

Name of licensee:  

(including ABN) 

Tomago Aluminium Company Pty Ltd 

ABN 68 001 862 228 

EPL number:  
21770 

Premises name and address:  "TAC SHEDS" WITHIN THE HYDRO ALUMINIUM KURRI 
KURRI PREMISES (see map Appendix 3) 
HART ROAD 

LOXFORD NSW 2327 

Company contact / PIRMP 
activation details 

Name: Robyn Parker 

Position or title: Environment Superintendent 

Business hours contact number/s: 0249669329 or 0409913473 

After hours contact number/s: 0409913473 

Email: robyn.parker@tomago.com.au 

 

Name: Danny Oakley 

Position or title: Senior Environment & Sustainability Advisor 

Business hours contact number/s: 0400 482663 

After hours contact number/s: 0400 482663 

Email: danny.oakley@tomago.com.au 

 
 

Website address: www.tomago.com.au 

Scheduled activity/fee-based 
activity on EPL 

Waste Storage                   Waste storage – hazardous, restricted         
solid, liquid, clinical and related waste 
and asbestos waste 

 

3. REFERENCES 

OHS.MP.011 Records & Record Management 110000000176 

 Notification of EHS Incidents 110000000298 

 

mailto:robyn.parker@tomago.com.au
mailto:danny.oakley@tomago.com.au
https://tacprderp01.site.tomago.com.au/sap/bc/zdms?sap-client=700&type=PRC&number=0000000000000110000000176&ID=02AC5485EADD1EDA8E81DF4143709A92
https://tacprderp01.site.tomago.com.au/sap/bc/zdms?sap-client=700&type=PRC&number=0000000000000110000000298&ID=02AC5485EADD1EDAA59AC041AC02F5E8
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4.  RESPONSIBILITIES 
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Development and Maintenance of Pollution Incident, Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Programs 

X  X 

Development and Facilitation of Emergency Simulations if required   X  

Notification of statutory authorities of a pollution emergency  X  X 

Liaison representative with External Services and Development and 
Facilitation of Emergency Simulations if required 

 X  

 

5. BACKGROUND TO LOXFORD STORAGE FACILITY 

The dross storage facility is an area of the Hydro Aluminium Kurri Kurri premises that 
is leased to Tomago Aluminium for the purpose of the temporary storage of 
aluminium dross. The site currently operates in accordance with a licence issued 
under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act (Licence # 21770). 

 

6. WASTE DESCRIPTION 

Aluminium production at TAC creates a solid by-product called dross during the 
casting stage of the smelting process. The dross is separated from the aluminium by 
scraping the material off the top of the casting furnace prior to the casting of the 
metal. Dross contains a significant proportion of aluminium, the bulk of which is 
screened out before the remainder is managed as a waste product. 

 

7. HEALTH AND SAFETY RISKS 

Aluminium dross is classified as a hazardous waste under the NSW EPA Waste 
Classification Guidelines. It holds dangerous goods class 4.3 and emits flammable 
gases in contact with water. The SDS is attached as APPENDIX 2 – DROSS SDS.  
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8. MONITORING AND ONGOING MANAGEMENT 

Access to the site is closely managed to prevent unauthorised access to the waste 
and sheds are maintained appropriately to prevent any hazard and the escape of 
waste and/or leachate. Loading and unloading operations are all carried out inside 
the sheds. 

The movement of dross to and from the storage area is tracked via the NSW EPA 
online waste tracking system. 

 

9. IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL EMERGENCY SITUATIONS AND 
PREVENTATIVE CONTROLS 

Due to the scale and operational status of the facility potential emergency scenarios 
are identified to include: 

Fire 

1) External to storage buildings. A 200mm branch main off the Hunter Water supply 
main to Kurri Kurri brings water to the site in the form of a hydrant located adjacent 
to Building 55C.  

2) Within storage buildings. DO NOT USE WATER as aluminium dross emits 
flammable gases when wet. Consult specialist advice and refer to SDS in 
APPENDIX 2 – DROSS SDS. 
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Major ingress of water to the sheds 

The following approach would be followed in the event that either a major ingress of 
water has occurred and/or a catastrophic failure of the building has occurred 

CONTAIN AND PREVENT SPREAD OF CONTAMINATION. RE-ESTABLISH BUILDING 
INTEGRITY AND/OR REMOVE DROSS TO SUITABLE LOCATION 

 

DETERMINE EXTENT OF THE CONTAMINATION PLUME AND CONCENTRATION OF 
CONTAMINANTS 

 

INSTIGATE A RISK ASSESSMENT AND IDENTIFY KEY STAKEHOLDERS 

 

LIAISE WITH KEY STAKEHOLDERS 

 

IMPLEMENT REMEDIATION PROGRAM IF REQUIRED 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS OF EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

The Security gatehouse at the Tomago Aluminium Smelter is the Site’s 
Communication and Fire Control Centre. In the event of an emergency, injury or 
pollution incident the Environment Superintendent will be notified and is responsible 
for notification of authorities in accordance with TAC procedure: 

Notification of EHS Incidents  110000000298 

The security gatehouse is manned on a 7 day/24-hour basis and all external calls 
should be directed to security on (02) 49669669 

In the event that the emergency or pollution incident occurs that has potential to impact 
on neighbouring properties and/or local communities communication mechanisms are 
detailed in the Hydro Aluminium Kurri Kurri Pty Ltd Pollution Incident and Emergency 
Response Management Plan 

https://regrowthkurrikurri.com.au/files/2021/02/2021-HYDRO-PIREMP-1.pdf 

 

 

https://regrowthkurrikurri.com.au/files/2021/02/2021-HYDRO-PIREMP-1.pdf
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11. TESTING 

This plan is to be tested / reviewed within every 12 months or within one month 
following its activation. Records of the activation / testing / review of this plan are to be 
logged in APPENDIX 1 - RECORDS OF TESTING / REVIEW / ACTIVATION OF THIS 
PLAN of this document. 
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APPENDIX 1 - RECORDS OF TESTING / REVIEW / ACTIVATION OF THIS PLAN 

Date of 
review/test/activation 

Reason Reviewers New version   
number 

08/11/23 Desktop review/test R Parker 3 

10/12/24 Desktop review/test R Parker 4 
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APPENDIX 2 – DROSS SDS 
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